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Abstract: The vision of Viksit Bharat 2047 emphasises the creation of
a developed, knowledge-driven, and culturally rooted India. In this
context, education emerges as a transformative force that integrates
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global knowledge systems with indigenous wisdom traditions. This

paper examines the philosophical, cultural, and educational

dimensions of such integration within the framework of the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020. Drawing on Rabindranath Tagore’s
educational philosophies, the study highlights the importance of
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multilingual education, Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS), ethical
learning, and cultural consciousness in shaping a holistic educational
model. The paper also explores the relevance of Tagore’s Visva-
Bharati as a model of intercultural dialogue and humanistic education.

Using a qualitative, analytical methodology grounded in policy

documents, philosophical writings, and secondary literature, the study argues that India’s educational
transformation must move beyond purely economic goals toward civilizational renewal and human
development. The findings suggest that integrating indigenous wisdom with global innovation can foster
inclusive growth, sustainable development, and cultural confidence in the journey toward Viksit Bharat 2047.

Keywords: Viksit Bharat 2047, NEP 2020; Indigenous Knowledge Systems, Multilingual Education;
Rabindranath Tagore, Visva-Bharati; Educational Transformation, Cultural Education; Global Knowledge.

Introduction: The twenty-first century has brought profound transformations in the field of education
across the world. Globalization, rapid technological advancement, digital communication, artificial
intelligence, and the expansion of international knowledge networks have significantly changed the nature of
learning, teaching, and research. Educational institutions are no longer confined within national boundaries;
instead, they function within a highly interconnected global environment where knowledge circulates rapidly
across countries and cultures. Universities today are expected not only to impart education but also to
produce globally competent graduates, encourage innovation and entrepreneurship, strengthen research
capacity, and contribute to national and international economic development.

In this rapidly changing environment, education has increasingly become linked with competitiveness,
employability, technological skills, and market-driven development. While these developments have created
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new opportunities for scientific progress and global collaboration, they have also generated serious concerns
regarding cultural erosion, linguistic marginalization, and the weakening of indigenous knowledge
traditions. Many education systems around the world have become excessively standardized and detached
from local social realities. The dominance of Western educational frameworks and English-language
knowledge systems has often marginalized local languages, cultural practices, and traditional intellectual
traditions. As a result, education in many societies has gradually become disconnected from community life,
ethical values, ecological awareness, and cultural identity.

India, as one of the world’s oldest civilizations and one of the fastest-growing economies, faces this dual
challenge of participating in global knowledge systems while preserving its rich cultural and intellectual
heritage. In this context, the vision of Viksit Bharat 2047which aspires to transform India into a developed
nation by the centenary of independence represents not merely an economic project but a broader
civilizational mission. The idea of Viksit Bharat emphasizes that true national development must be holistic,
inclusive, sustainable, and culturally rooted. It seeks to create a society that is technologically advanced and
economically strong while remaining connected to its ethical traditions, linguistic diversity, indigenous
wisdom, and cultural heritage.

Education occupies a central position in realizing this national vision. A country’s educational system shapes
not only its workforce but also its intellectual culture, social values, democratic consciousness, and
civilizational continuity. Recognizing this, the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 proposes major
structural and philosophical reforms in Indian education. The policy advocates multidisciplinary and holistic
learning, critical thinking, creativity, multilingual education, research innovation, ethical development, and
the integration of Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) into mainstream curricula. NEP 2020 acknowledges that
education cannot be reduced merely to skill acquisition or economic productivity; rather, it must contribute
to the complete development of the individual and society.

One of the most significant features of NEP 2020 is its emphasis on reconnecting education with India’s
cultural and intellectual traditions. The policy recognizes the importance of Indian languages, traditional
sciences, philosophy, arts, literature, and local knowledge systems in creating a more inclusive and culturally
grounded educational framework. This marks an important shift from earlier educational models that often-
prioritized colonial and Western epistemologies while neglecting indigenous intellectual contributions. By
encouraging education in mother tongues and promoting Indian Knowledge Systems, the policy attempts to
restore balance between global engagement and cultural rootedness.

The philosophical foundations of this educational vision can be traced to several influential Indian thinkers
and reformers, including Rabindranath Tagore, Swami Vivekananda, Mahatma Gandhi, B. R. Ambedkar, and
Sri Aurobindo. Although their approaches differed, all of them viewed education as a transformative force
capable of shaping both individual character and national identity. Swami Vivekananda considered education
to be the manifestation of the perfection already present within human beings. Mahatma Gandhi emphasized
education rooted in productive work, ethics, and self-reliance. B. R. Ambedkar viewed education as a
powerful instrument for social justice, equality, and emancipation. Sri Aurobindo stressed the spiritual and
cultural dimensions of learning and argued that India’s regeneration depended upon rediscovering its
civilizational depth.

Among these thinkers, Rabindranath Tagore occupies a distinctive place because of his unique attempt to
synthesize global humanism with indigenous culture. Deeply dissatisfied with colonial education systems
that promoted rote learning, rigid discipline, and mechanical instruction, Tagore developed an alternative
educational philosophy centred on creativity, freedom, harmony with nature, and cultural exchange. Through
his educational experiments at Santiniketan and later Visva-Bharati, Tagore sought to create a learning
environment where students could develop intellectually, emotionally, artistically, and spiritually.
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Tagore believed that education should not merely provide information or prepare individuals for
employment; it should nurture complete human beings capable of living in harmony with nature, society,
and humanity as a whole. He famously stated:

“The highest education is that which does not merely give us information but makes our life in harmony with

all existence.”

This statement reflects Tagore’s holistic understanding of education as a process of self-realization, ethical
development, and universal human connection. His educational philosophy combined Indian cultural
traditions with openness to global knowledge and intercultural dialogue. Visva-Bharati was conceived as a
meeting ground of civilizations where Eastern and Western cultures could interact in mutual respect and
creative exchange. In the contemporary context of globalization, technological transformation,
environmental crises, and social fragmentation, Tagore’s educational ideas have acquired renewed relevance.
His emphasis on creativity, multilingualism, intercultural understanding, environmental consciousness, and
humanistic values offers important insights for rethinking modern education. Similarly, the broader Indian
intellectual tradition, with its emphasis on holistic knowledge, ethical living, ecological balance, and
collective welfare, provides valuable perspectives for addressing contemporary global challenges.

The integration of global knowledge systems with indigenous wisdom, therefore, emerges as one of the most
important educational challenges and opportunities before India today. On the one hand, India must
participate actively in scientific research, technological innovation, digital learning, and international
academic collaboration. On the other hand, it must preserve and revitalize its linguistic diversity, cultural
heritage, and indigenous knowledge traditions. The challenge is not to reject globalization or modern science
but to create an educational framework where global excellence and cultural rootedness coexist in a
balanced and mutually enriching manner. Within this context, the present paper critically examines the
relationship between global knowledge and indigenous wisdom in the framework of the NEP 2020 and the
vision of Viksit Bharat 2047. The study explores how multilingual education, Indian Knowledge Systems,
cultural consciousness, ethical learning, and Tagore’s educational philosophy can contribute to educational
transformation in contemporary India. It further analyses the opportunities and challenges involved in
building an education system that is globally relevant, socially inclusive, culturally grounded, and
humanistic in orientation.

Research Objectives
1. To analyses the role of Indian Knowledge Systems in contemporary education and nation-building.

2. To analyse the relevance of Rabindranath Tagore’s educational philosophy in achieving the vision of
Global Knowledge and Indigenous Wisdom through NEP 2020 and Viksit Bharat 2047.

3. To find out the contribution of NEP 2020 in integrating indigenous knowledge with global educational
standards.

Methodology: This study is based on a qualitative, analytical, and interpretative research methodology. The
paper primarily relies on secondary sources such as the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, writings of
Rabindranath Tagore, along with books, journal articles, policy documents, and UNESCO reports related to
multilingual education and Indigenous Knowledge Systems (IKS).

The study adopts a textual and thematic analysis approach to examine the philosophical, cultural, and
educational dimensions of educational transformation in India. Concepts such as multilingualism, cultural
rootedness, indigenous knowledge, and global educational frameworks are analyzed comparatively to
understand their relevance in the context of Viksit Bharat 2047.
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The methodology is interdisciplinary in nature, combining perspectives from education, philosophy, cultural
studies, and policy analysis. The research does not involve fieldwork or statistical survey methods; rather, it
focuses on critical interpretation of existing literature and policy frameworks to evaluate the evolving
relationship between global knowledge systems and indigenous wisdom traditions in Indian education.

Analysis

Objective 1: To Analyse the Role of Indian Knowledge Systems in Contemporary Education and
Nation-Building: The role of Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) in contemporary education and nation-
building has become increasingly significant in the context of globalization, cultural transformation, and
educational reform. Indian Knowledge Systems refer to the diverse intellectual traditions that evolved in
India over centuries through philosophical inquiry, scientific observation, spiritual practices, artistic
creativity, and community-based learning. These systems include disciplines such as philosophy, Ayurveda,
Yoga, astronomy, mathematics, governance, linguistics, ecology, architecture, ethics, and literature. Unlike
many modern educational frameworks that separate knowledge into rigid disciplines, Indian traditions
historically viewed knowledge as interconnected and oriented toward the holistic development of human life
and society. In the contemporary era, education systems across the world are facing multiple crises related to
ethics, environmental sustainability, mental health, cultural alienation, and social inequality. Excessive
emphasis on commercialization, technological competition, examination systems, and market-oriented skills
has often reduced education to a process of information transfer and professional training. As a result, many
educational institutions struggle to cultivate ethical responsibility, emotional well-being, creativity, and
social consciousness among students. Within this context, Indian Knowledge Systems offer an alternative
educational framework that emphasizes balance between intellectual growth, ethical conduct, social
harmony, and spiritual awareness.

One of the most important contributions of Indian Knowledge Systems to contemporary education is the
idea of holistic learning. Traditional Indian educational philosophies focused on the complete development
of the individual, including physical, intellectual, emotional, moral, and spiritual dimensions. Education was
not viewed merely as preparation for employment but as a lifelong process of self-realization and character
formation. Ancient Indian institutions such as Takshashila and Nalanda promoted interdisciplinary learning
where philosophy, medicine, grammar, astronomy, logic, and arts were studied together. This holistic
approach is highly relevant today because modern educational systems often produce academically skilled
individuals who may lack ethical sensitivity, emotional balance, or social responsibility.

The relevance of holistic education has become more visible in recent years due to rising mental stress,
anxiety, depression, and social isolation among students. Competitive educational environments that
prioritise examinations and career success often neglect emotional and psychological well-being. Indian
traditions such as Yoga and meditation provide important insights into mental discipline, concentration,
emotional stability, and self-awareness. Their integration into educational practices can support both
intellectual development and psychological well-being among learners. Indian Knowledge Systems also
contribute significantly to ethical and value-based education. Modern societies increasingly face problems
such as corruption, intolerance, violence, environmental destruction, consumerism, and weakening social
responsibility. Technological advancement without ethical guidance can create serious social and ecological
consequences. Traditional Indian philosophy strongly emphasized moral principles such as truth,
compassion, non-violence, self-discipline, duty, and collective welfare. Concepts such as Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam (the world as one family), Ahimsa (non-violence), and Sarve Bhavantu Sukhinah (welfare of
all) reflect universal ethical values that remain highly relevant in the contemporary world. Incorporating
such ethical principles into education can help develop responsible citizens who are capable of contributing
positively to democratic society and nation-building. Education rooted in ethical awareness encourages
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students to view success not only in terms of personal achievement but also in relation to social welfare and
human dignity. This perspective is especially important in a multicultural and democratic country like India,
where social harmony and mutual respect are essential for national unity. Another important dimension of
Indian Knowledge Systems is their ecological and environmental consciousness. Contemporary global
society faces severe environmental challenges including climate change, deforestation, pollution,
biodiversity loss, and unsustainable consumption patterns. Indigenous Indian traditions historically
promoted harmony between human beings and nature rather than domination over nature. Nature was
viewed not merely as a resource to be exploited but as a sacred and interconnected part of existence.

Traditional Indian ecological practices encouraged sustainable agriculture, water conservation, respect for
forests and biodiversity, and balanced use of natural resources. Ancient texts and cultural traditions
emphasized environmental ethics through religious practices, community rituals, and philosophical
teachings. In the context of contemporary environmental crises, these ecological perspectives can contribute
significantly to sustainability education and environmentally responsible citizenship. Indian Knowledge
Systems also play an important role in preserving cultural identity and civilizational continuity. Colonial
educational policies often marginalized indigenous traditions and promoted Western epistemological
dominance. As a result, many students became disconnected from local histories, languages, cultural
practices, and intellectual heritage. This cultural alienation weakened civilizational confidence and created
dependency on external intellectual frameworks.

The inclusion of Indian Knowledge Systems in education helps students understand India’s contributions to
philosophy, science, mathematics, medicine, literature, and governance. Such awareness strengthens cultural
confidence and national identity while encouraging respect for diversity. In a country characterized by
immense linguistic, religious, and cultural plurality, education rooted in indigenous traditions can foster
social cohesion without promoting cultural uniformity. The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 strongly
recognizes the importance of Indian Knowledge Systems in educational transformation. The policy
emphasizes the integration of traditional Indian knowledge, arts, languages, philosophy, and ethical values
into mainstream education. This reflects a shift away from purely colonial educational models toward a more
culturally rooted and inclusive educational framework.NEP 2020 promotes multidisciplinary and holistic
learning, which closely aligns with traditional Indian educational approaches. The policy encourages
flexibility across disciplines, integration of arts and sciences, experiential learning, critical thinking, and
value-based education. Such reforms indicate growing recognition that education should nurture creativity,
ethics, and cultural awareness alongside scientific and technical skills. Language also plays a crucial role in
preserving and transmitting Indian Knowledge Systems. Much of India’s intellectual heritage exists in
Sanskrit and regional languages. Therefore, multilingual education and mother-tongue instruction become
essential for meaningful engagement with indigenous traditions. NEP 2020’s emphasis on regional
languages and multilingualism is particularly important in this regard, as language is deeply connected to
cultural memory, identity, and ways of thinking.

Moreover, India’s aspiration to become a global knowledge power under the vision of Viksit Bharat 2047
depends not only on technological advancement but also on intellectual originality and cultural confidence.
Integrating indigenous wisdom with global knowledge systems can enable India to contribute unique
perspectives to international academic and policy discourse. Areas such as traditional medicine, ecological
sustainability, philosophy, ethics, and holistic health offer opportunities for India to become a global leader
in knowledge innovation.

Objective 2: To analyse the relevance of Rabindranath Tagore’s educational philosophy in achieving
the vision of Global Knowledge and Indigenous Wisdom through NEP 2020 and Viksit Bharat 2047:
Rabindranath Tagore’s educational philosophy represents a profound synthesis of indigenous wisdom,
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universal humanism, creativity, and holistic development. His educational ideas emerged as a response to the
colonial system of education, which emphasized rote learning, rigid discipline, and examination-oriented
instruction. Tagore believed that education should not merely provide information or produce clerical
workers; rather, it should develop learners’ complete personalities through intellectual freedom, creativity,
moral values, and harmony with nature and society (Tagore, 1917). In the contemporary context, the vision
of Viksit Bharat 2047 seeks to transform India into a globally developed nation while preserving its cultural
heritage and civilizational values. The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 reflects this aspiration by
emphasizing holistic, multidisciplinary, value-oriented, and culturally rooted education. Therefore, Tagore’s
educational philosophy becomes highly relevant in connecting global knowledge with indigenous wisdom in
modern higher education.

Tagore strongly advocated the integration of global knowledge with Indian cultural traditions. Through
Visva-Bharati University, he envisioned an institution where Eastern and Western civilizations could interact
harmoniously for the advancement of humanity. According to Tagore (1922), “India has ever declared that
unity is truth, and separateness is maya” (p. 33). This idea reflected his belief that education should promote
intercultural understanding and universal humanism while remaining rooted in local culture and identity.
Similarly, NEP 2020 emphasizes the need for an education system that is “rooted in Indian ethos” while
preparing learners for global citizenship and international competitiveness (Government of India, 2020).
Thus, Tagore’s philosophy provides a balanced framework where indigenous wisdom and global knowledge
coexist together.

Another major aspect of Tagore’s educational thought was holistic and multidisciplinary education. He
opposed narrow specialization and argued that education should integrate literature, science, philosophy,
music, arts, and practical life experiences. At Santiniketan, students participated in cultural activities, artistic
practices, and nature-based learning as essential components of education (Mukherjee, 2014). Tagore
believed that “the highest education is that which does not merely give us information but makes our life in
harmony with all existence” (Tagore, 1917, p. 142). This philosophy closely aligns with NEP 2020, which
promotes multidisciplinary higher education, flexibility in curriculum, and integration of arts and sciences.
The policy recognizes that education should move beyond compartmentalized learning and foster creativity,
critical thinking, and holistic development (Government of India, 2020).

Tagore also emphasized freedom and creativity in education. He criticized mechanical teaching methods and
authoritarian discipline because they suppressed the natural curiosity and imagination of learners. According
to Tagore (1929), “Children should be given freedom to grow according to their own nature” (p. 57). He
believed that education should occur in an environment of joy, self-expression, and intellectual
independence. In the twenty-first century knowledge economy, creativity, innovation, and critical thinking
have become essential for national development and global competitiveness. NEP 2020 similarly emphasizes
experiential learning, problem-solving, and competency-based education to prepare students for the rapidly
changing global world. Therefore, Tagore’s educational philosophy remains highly relevant for building
innovative, future-ready higher education institutions in line with the vision of Viksit Bharat 2047.

Another important dimension of Tagore’s philosophy was the importance of indigenous wisdom and cultural
rootedness in education. He believed that education should emerge from the learner’s own language, culture,
environment, and social experiences rather than being imposed externally. Tagore strongly supported
education in the mother tongue because he considered language to be the carrier of culture and identity
(Kumar, 2008). NEP 2020 also emphasizes Indian Knowledge Systems, regional languages, arts, culture,
and ethical values as important dimensions of education. This demonstrates a strong convergence between
Tagore’s educational ideals and contemporary educational reforms in India.
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Tagore further highlighted the relationship between education and nature. He introduced open-air classrooms
at Santiniketan because he believed that nature is one of the greatest teachers. According to O’Connell
(2003), Tagore viewed nature-based education as essential for developing ecological sensitivity, emotional
balance, and spiritual awareness among learners. In the present era of environmental crises and technological
alienation, Tagore’s ecological perspective becomes highly significant. The vision of Viksit Bharat 2047
requires sustainable, environmentally responsible development, and the NEP 2020 also promotes
environmental awareness and sustainable education. Therefore, Tagore’s philosophy contributes to building
environmentally conscious higher education systems that combine scientific progress with ecological ethics.

Objective 2: To find out the contribution of NEP 2020 in integrating indigenous knowledge with global
educational standards: The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 is considered one of the most
transformative educational reforms in contemporary India because it attempts to integrate India’s Indigenous
Knowledge Systems (IKS) with global educational standards. The policy seeks to develop an education
system that is globally competitive while remaining deeply rooted in Indian culture, traditions, languages,
ethics, and knowledge heritage. NEP 2020 emphasizes that education should not only prepare students for
employment and technological advancement but also nurture cultural consciousness, ethical values,
creativity, sustainability, and holistic human development (Government of India, 2020). This integration of
indigenous wisdom with modern global knowledge is particularly important for realizing the vision of a
culturally rooted and globally empowered India.

One of the most important contributions of the NEP 2020 is clearly stated in the policy’s introductory vision.
The document states that the education system should be “rooted in Indian ethos” while preparing learners
for the challenges of the twenty-first century (Government of India, 2020, p. 6). This statement is highly
significant because it reflects the policy’s attempt to balance globalization with cultural rootedness. The
policy does not reject modern scientific and technological knowledge; rather, it advocates integrating India’s
civilizational wisdom with global educational developments. NEP 2020 further emphasizes that education
should develop learners who are ‘“‘creative, ethical, rational, compassionate, and productive citizens”
capable of contributing both nationally and globally (Government of India, 2020, p. 4).

Another major contribution of NEP 2020 is the revival and integration of Indian Knowledge Systems into
mainstream education. In Section 4.27 under “Knowledge of India,” the policy recognizes that India possesses
a rich intellectual tradition in fields such as mathematics, astronomy, philosophy, medicine, governance,
architecture, agriculture, yoga, metallurgy, and environmental conservation (Government of India, 2020, p. 22).
The policy specifically mentions that these contributions should be incorporated into curricula in an “accurate
and engaging manner.” This initiative is important because colonial education systems largely marginalized
indigenous knowledge traditions and prioritized Western epistemology. NEP 2020 seeks to address this
imbalance by integrating Indian knowledge traditions into modern educational discourse.

The policy also contributes significantly through its emphasis on multidisciplinary and holistic education. In
Chapter 11, titled “Towards a More Holistic and Multidisciplinary Education,” NEP 2020 highlights that
ancient Indian universities such as Nalanda and Takshashila followed multidisciplinary models where
diverse branches of knowledge were studied together (Government of India, 2020, pp. 33-36). The policy
aims to revive this educational spirit by promoting flexible curricula, integration of arts and sciences,
multiple entry-exit systems, vocational education, and research-oriented learning. This model closely aligns
with global higher education standards followed by leading universities worldwide, while simultaneously
reflecting India’s indigenous educational heritage.

NEP 2020 further strengthens the integration of indigenous knowledge with global standards by promoting
multilingualism and mother-tongue education. In Section 4.11, the policy recommends that, wherever

Volume 3 :: Issue 2(1) :: May 2026 :: e-ISSN No. 3048-9555 :: Impact Factor: 3.8 Page: 105
Vivekananda Guidance & Counselling Educational Trust All rights reserved. ©2026



possible, the medium of instruction should be the mother tongue or regional language until at least Grade 5
and preferably until Grade 8 (Government of India, 2020, p. 12). This recommendation aligns with global
educational research and UNESCO guidelines, which suggest that foundational learning is more effective
when taught in learners’ native language. Simultaneously, the policy encourages multilingualism, foreign
language learning, and global communication skills. Thus, NEP 2020 creates a synthesis between indigenous
linguistic identity and international educational competence.

Another important contribution of NEP 2020 lies in its promotion of experiential and competency-based
learning. The policy criticizes rote memorization and content-heavy curricula and instead emphasizes
“critical thinking, inquiry-based, discovery-based, discussion-based, and analysis-based learning”
(Government of India, 2020, p. 12). This pedagogical approach reflects both traditional Indian educational
methods and contemporary global educational practices. Ancient Indian learning traditions often emphasized
dialogue (shastrartha), observation, reflection, and experiential understanding rather than mechanical
memorization. Similarly, modern global educational frameworks promoted by UNESCO and OECD
emphasize critical thinking, creativity, collaboration, and problem-solving. Therefore, NEP 2020
successfully combines indigenous pedagogical wisdom with international academic standards.

The integration of Indian arts, culture, and ethics into education is another major contribution of NEP 2020.
Chapter 22, “Promotion of Indian Languages, Arts and Culture,” emphasizes that cultural awareness and
expression are essential components of education (Government of India, 2020, pp. 53-55). The policy
promotes Indian classical languages, folk traditions, arts, crafts, music, literature, and local cultural practices
within mainstream education. Such initiatives help preserve India’s cultural diversity while encouraging
global intercultural understanding. In an age of globalization and cultural homogenization, this contribution
becomes highly significant because it protects cultural identity without isolating India from global academic
and cultural interactions.

NEP 2020 also contributes to integrating indigenous wisdom with global sustainability goals. The policy
recognizes the importance of environmental awareness, ethical living, and sustainable development in
education. Traditional Indian knowledge systems contain deep ecological wisdom related to water
conservation, agriculture, biodiversity, Ayurveda, and sustainable lifestyles. By integrating such knowledge
into modern curricula, NEP 2020 connects local wisdom traditions with global sustainability agendas such as
the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). This integration is especially relevant in the
context of climate change and environmental crises faced by contemporary societies.

Another significant contribution of NEP 2020 is the establishment of the National Research Foundation
(NRF), discussed in Chapter 17 (Government of India, 2020, pp. 45—48). The NRF aims to promote high-
quality multidisciplinary research across sciences, social sciences, arts, humanities, and Indian Knowledge
Systems. This initiative encourages scientific research on indigenous traditions, languages, tribal knowledge,
traditional medicine, and local innovations while maintaining international research standards. Such a
framework allows Indian Knowledge Systems to engage with global academic discourse and scientific
inquiry rather than remaining confined to cultural symbolism alone.

The policy also promotes internationalisation of higher education while preserving Indian identity. NEP
2020 encourages global collaborations, student exchange programs, international research partnerships, and
the entry of top foreign universities into India (Government of India, 2020, pp. 49-50). At the same time, the
policy insists that India’s educational future should remain rooted in its own cultural and intellectual
traditions. This balanced approach ensures that globalization does not lead to cultural alienation. Instead,
Indian indigenous knowledge becomes part of global intellectual exchange.
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Conclusion: The vision of Global Knowledge and Indigenous Wisdom in Viksit Bharat 2047 underscores
the need to build an education system that is globally competent while remaining deeply rooted in India’s
cultural and intellectual heritage. The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 represents a significant step in
this direction by promoting holistic, multidisciplinary, value-oriented, and culturally grounded education.
The policy attempts to integrate Indian Knowledge Systems, multilingualism, ethical values, sustainability,
creativity, and experiential learning with modern scientific and global educational standards (Government of
India, 2020). Thus, NEP 2020 provides a transformative framework for developing an education system
capable of addressing both national aspirations and global challenges.

The educational philosophy of Rabindranath Tagore offers a strong intellectual and humanistic foundation
for achieving this vision. Tagore emphasized freedom in learning, creativity, harmony with nature, cultural
rootedness, universal humanism, and the integration of global and indigenous knowledge traditions. Through
Visva-Bharati University, he envisioned an institution where Eastern and Western civilizations could interact
harmoniously for the welfare of humanity. His philosophy rejected narrow utilitarianism and promoted
education as a process of holistic human development (Tagore, 1917). Many principles reflected in NEP
2020—including multidisciplinary education, experiential learning, mother tongue instruction, value-based
education, and global citizenship strongly resonate with Tagore’s educational ideals.

The study therefore demonstrates that the successful realization of Viksit Bharat 2047 depends not only on
technological advancement and economic growth but also on the preservation and revitalization of India’s
indigenous wisdom and civilizational values. An education system disconnected from cultural roots may
produce skilled individuals, but it cannot create socially responsible, ecthical, creative, and emotionally
balanced citizens. In this context, integrating indigenous knowledge with global educational standards is
essential to building an inclusive, sustainable, and humane society. Furthermore, the study reveals that NEP
2020 creates opportunities for transforming Indian higher education into a globally respected knowledge
system through research, innovation, internationalization, and interdisciplinary learning while preserving
India’s linguistic, cultural, and intellectual diversity. However, effective implementation requires
institutional commitment, trained teachers, curriculum reforms, research support, and critical engagement
with Indigenous Knowledge Systems. Without proper implementation, the policy’s transformative potential
may remain limited.

References

e Government of India. (2020). National Education Policy 2020. Ministry of Human
ResourceDevelopment.
https://www.education.gov.in/sites/upload_files/mhrd/files/NEP_Final English 0.pdf

o Kumar, K. (2008). What is worth teaching? Orient BlackSwan.

e Maity, A. (2025). Teacher effectiveness in relation to ICT acquaintance among secondary teachers of
Medinipur District of West Bengal: A study on demographic variables. American Journal of Social and
Humanitarian Research, 6(5), 1108—1118. https://globalresearchnetwork.us/index.php/ajshr/article/
view/3641

e Maity, A., et al. (2024). Exploring multidisciplinary perspectives of the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020: Implications for education, society, and policy reform. International Journal of Trend in
Scientific Research and Development, 8(5), 1303—-1307.

Volume 3 :: Issue 2(1) :: May 2026 :: e-ISSN No. 3048-9555 :: Impact Factor: 3.8 Page: 107
Vivekananda Guidance & Counselling Educational Trust All rights reserved. ©2026



e Maity, N., Maity, A., & Bairagya, S. (2024). Innovation in teaching-learning process: Requirement of
the present era. In Perspective issues and research in teacher education (ISBN 978-93-92522-26-0).

e Majumder. R & Bairagya. S (2025) Exploring Teachers’ Perceptions on the Provisions of NEP 2020 for
Teachers, Bharati International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research and Development,vol-3 Isuue-3.

o Mukherjee, H. (2014). Education for fullness: A study of the educational thought of Rabindranath
Tagore. Asia Publishing House.

e O’Connell, K. M. (2003). Rabindranath Tagore: The poet as educator. Visva-Bharati University Press.

e Priyadharshini, B. 1., & Shruthi, P. A. (2025). National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 and Indian
Knowledge Systems: A comprehensive analysis. Multitech Journal of Educational Sciences, 2(1), 57—
62.

e Roy, S., & Bairagya, S. (2019). Conceptualisation of pedagogical content knowledge (PCK) of science
from Shulman’s notion to Refined Consensus Model (RCM): A journey. Education India Journal: A
Quarterly Refereed Journal of Dialogues on Education, 8(2), 55-59.

e Sagarika, B. (2020). Integration of indigenous knowledge in school education and NEP-2020.
International Journal of Psychosocial Rehabilitation, 24(9), 45015-45019.

e Schwab, K. (2016). The fourth industrial revolution. World Economic Forum.
e Sen, A. (2001). Tagore and his India. The New York Review of Books, 48(11), 44—49.

o Sharma, S. (2024). Scientific approach to Indian Knowledge System and NEP 2020. International
Journal of Advanced Research and Multidisciplinary Trends, 1(2), 173—179.

e Shukla, B., Joshi, M., Sujatha, R., Beena, T., & Kumar, H. (2022). Demystifying approaches of holistic
and multidisciplinary education for diverse career opportunities: NEP 2020. Indian Journal of Science
and Technology, 15(14), 603—-607.

e Tagore, R. (1917). Personality. Macmillan.
e Tagore, R. (1922). Creative unity. Macmillan.

e UNESCO. (2021). Education for sustainable development: A roadmap. UNESCO Publishing.

Volume 3 :: Issue 2(1) :: May 2026 :: e-ISSN No. 3048-9555 :: Impact Factor: 3.8 Page: 108
Vivekananda Guidance & Counselling Educational Trust All rights reserved. ©2026



