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Abstract: Arthur Miller is widely recognized as one of the most 
influential American dramatists of the twentieth century. His plays 
explore the complexities of human relationships, social expectations, 
morality, and the consequences of pursuing unattainable dreams. 
Among his major works, Death of a Salesman (1949) occupies a 
significant place in modern drama for its critique of the American 
Dream and its portrayal of family dynamics. Although the play 
primarily focuses on Willy Loman’s struggles and failures, the female 
characters play a crucial role in shaping the narrative and revealing 
the emotional and social realities of American society. This study 
examines the role of women in Death of a Salesman, particularly 
through the characters of Linda Loman and Miss Forsythe. Employing 
feminist literary criticism as a theoretical framework, the article explores how women function as 
caregivers, moral anchors, emotional supporters, and symbols of resistance within a patriarchal society. 
The study argues that despite their limited presence on stage, female characters significantly influence the 
development of the plot and provide insight into the gender expectations and social constraints of post-war 
America. Through their resilience, sacrifice, and emotional strength, women emerge as indispensable 
figures whose contributions sustain family structures and challenge traditional notions of female passivity.  
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Introduction: The role of women in literature has been a central concern of literary criticism, particularly 
within feminist studies. Literary texts often reflect prevailing social attitudes toward gender and reveal the 
ways in which women negotiate systems of power and oppression. In the context of twentieth-century 
American drama, Arthur Miller presents a complex portrayal of women who occupy both traditional and 
transformative roles within society. 

Death of a Salesman portrays the tragic decline of Willy Loman, a salesman who dedicates his life to 
achieving success and social recognition. While much critical attention has focused on Willy’s failures and 
the illusion of the American Dream, the women in the play perform equally significant functions. Through 
Linda Loman, Miller depicts a woman whose emotional labor sustains her family despite immense personal 

 A R T I C L E I N F O 
 Article history:  
Received: 30 March 2026  
Received in revised form  
10 April 2026 
Accepted 15 April 2026 
 

Citation: Kumari. T. & 
Raikumar. Dr. R., (2026) “Role 
of Women in Arthur Miller’s 
Death of a Salesman: A Study of 
Sacrifice, Strength, and Silent 
Resistance”, Pen and Prosperity, 
Vol. 3, Issue. 2, April 2026. 
 



Volume 3 :: Issue 2 :: April 2026 :: e-ISSN No. 3048-9555 :: Impact Factor: 3.8 Page: 95 
Vivekananda Guidance & Counselling Educational Trust All rights reserved. ©2026    
 

suffering. The play also presents other female figures who reflect changing social attitudes toward women 
and sexuality. 

This article examines the role of women in Death of a Salesman and evaluates how Miller represents female 
strength, sacrifice, and resilience within a patriarchal social framework. 

Objectives of the Study: The study seeks to: 

 Analyze the representation of women in Death of a Salesman. 

 Examine Linda Loman’s role as wife, mother, and moral guide. 

 Investigate the relationship between gender and family dynamics in the play. 

 Explore the challenges women face within patriarchal structures. 

 Assess Arthur Miller’s portrayal of female resilience and emotional strength. 

Theoretical Framework: Feminist Literary Criticism: Feminist literary criticism investigates how 
literature represents women, gender relations, and the social structures that shape female experiences. 
Feminist scholars such as Simone de Beauvoir, Kate Millett, Elaine Showalter, and Judith Butler argue that 
patriarchal societies frequently marginalize women by limiting their opportunities, restricting their agency, 
and defining their identities primarily through their relationships with men (Beauvoir 26; Millett 23; 
Showalter 8). According to Beauvoir, women have historically been constructed as the “Other,” existing in 
relation to men rather than as autonomous individuals (Beauvoir 26). Similarly, Millett contends that 
patriarchal power permeates social institutions and cultural representations, reinforcing male dominance and 
female subordination (Millett 25). 

Literature often reflects these social inequalities while simultaneously providing opportunities to critique 
them. Feminist criticism therefore seeks to uncover the ways in which literary texts represent women’s 
experiences, expose gender-based oppression, and challenge patriarchal assumptions (Tyson 83). Applying a 
feminist perspective to Arthur Miller’s Death of a Salesman enables readers to examine how women 
function within a male-dominated environment and how gender roles influence family relationships and 
individual identities. The play reveals the emotional burdens women carry and highlights their contributions 
to family survival despite receiving little recognition for their sacrifices (Miller 38). 

Women and Patriarchal Society in Death of a Salesman: The world depicted in Death of a Salesman is 
strongly patriarchal. Men occupy positions of authority, economic responsibility, and social visibility, while 
women’s identities are largely shaped by their relationships with fathers, husbands, and sons (Millett 32). 
The social environment of the play reflects post-war American values, where men were expected to be 
providers and women were expected to serve as caregivers and homemakers (Bigsby 78). 

Within this patriarchal structure, female voices are often marginalized. Women are expected to provide 
emotional support, maintain family harmony, and sacrifice their personal ambitions for the welfare of others 
(Beauvoir 145). Linda Loman’s role exemplifies these expectations, as she dedicates her life to supporting 
her husband and sons despite receiving little appreciation in return (Miller 39). Through his female 
characters, Miller reveals both the limitations imposed upon women and their remarkable capacity for 
endurance and resilience (Murphy 56). 

The play also exposes the unequal distribution of power within the family. Willy Loman dominates 
household decisions and views himself as the primary authority figure, while Linda’s contributions remain 
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largely invisible despite their significance (Miller 45). This imbalance reflects broader patriarchal structures 
that privilege male achievements while undervaluing women’s labor and emotional contributions (Showalter 
14). 

Linda Loman: The Pillar of the Family:  

Wife and Emotional Supporter: Linda Loman is the most important female character in the play and 
serves as its emotional foundation. She functions as Willy Loman’s devoted wife, confidante, and emotional 
companion throughout the narrative (Miller 37). Despite Willy’s failures, mood swings, unrealistic 
ambitions, and deteriorating mental health, Linda remains loyal and supportive (Miller 41). 

She consistently encourages Willy, protects his dignity, and attempts to shield him from emotional distress. 
Her unwavering support reflects the traditional expectation that women should serve as caretakers within the 
family and prioritize the needs of others above their own (Beauvoir 721). Linda’s actions exemplify what 
feminist scholars describe as emotional labor—the often invisible work of managing emotions and 
maintaining relationships within the family (Showalter 16). 

Linda’s devotion is particularly evident when she defends Willy against criticism from their sons, Biff and 
Happy. She recognizes his vulnerabilities and understands the emotional suffering hidden beneath his 
outward confidence (Miller 56). Her insistence that Willy deserves respect reveals her compassion and 
emotional intelligence. Through Linda, Miller portrays the immense emotional labor women often perform 
without acknowledgment or reward (Murphy 72). 

Furthermore, Linda’s role extends beyond that of a supportive spouse. She acts as a mediator within the 
family, attempting to resolve conflicts and maintain harmony between Willy and his sons (Miller 58). Her 
efforts underscore the significant yet frequently overlooked contributions women make to family stability 
and cohesion (Bigsby 84). 

Moral Conscience of the Play: Linda serves as the moral center of the drama. Unlike Willy, who becomes 
increasingly consumed by illusions of success and social status, Linda remains grounded in reality (Miller 
44). She recognizes the family’s financial difficulties, understands the seriousness of Willy’s deteriorating 
mental condition, and confronts challenges with honesty and practicality (Miller 50). 

Her famous plea to Biff and Happy to respect their father demonstrates her compassion, ethical strength, and 
profound sense of humanity (Miller 56). Linda repeatedly emphasizes the importance of dignity, empathy, 
and familial responsibility, values that sharply contrast with the competitive individualism associated with 
the American Dream (Bigsby 89). 

As the moral conscience of the play, Linda challenges both the characters and the audience to view Willy 
not merely as a failed salesman but as a human being deserving of understanding and respect (Murphy 75). 
Her perspective encourages readers to consider the emotional consequences of a society that values 
economic success above human relationships (Miller 54). 

Moreover, Linda’s moral authority stems from her commitment to truth and compassion rather than from 
formal power or social status (Showalter 18). Although she lacks economic and institutional authority, she 
possesses a strong ethical voice that frequently exposes the shortcomings of those around her. 

Silent Suffering and Sacrifice: One of the most striking aspects of Linda’s character is her silent 
endurance. She sacrifices her personal desires, ambitions, and emotional needs in order to support her 
husband and children (Beauvoir 732). Throughout the play, Linda experiences anxiety, loneliness, 
disappointment, and frustration, yet she rarely expresses resentment or bitterness (Miller 47). 
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Her sacrifices reflect the expectations placed upon many women in mid-twentieth-century society, where 
selflessness and devotion to family were often regarded as essential feminine virtues (Tyson 95). Linda’s 
willingness to suppress her own needs illustrates the gendered expectations that shape women’s lives within 
patriarchal cultures (Millett 48). 

However, Linda’s silence should not be interpreted as weakness. Rather, it represents a form of resilience 
that enables the family to function despite constant financial and emotional challenges (Showalter 20). Her 
endurance reflects a quiet strength rooted in patience, loyalty, and perseverance (Murphy 81). 

Linda’s suffering is further intensified by her awareness of Willy’s suicidal tendencies and emotional 
instability (Miller 59). Despite these burdens, she continues to provide emotional support and maintain hope 
for the future. Her ability to endure hardship without losing her compassion demonstrates remarkable 
strength and resilience (Bigsby 91). 

Linda Loman as a Symbol of Female Strength: At first glance, Linda appears submissive because she 
rarely challenges male authority directly. However, a deeper feminist analysis reveals her inner strength, 
agency, and moral courage (Showalter 22). While she may not openly rebel against patriarchal norms, she 
consistently exercises influence through emotional intelligence, practical wisdom, and ethical conviction 
(Tyson 102). 

Unlike Willy, who remains trapped in fantasies and unrealistic expectations, Linda confronts reality and takes 
responsibility for maintaining family stability (Miller 48). She understands the family’s economic struggles, 
recognizes Willy’s psychological distress, and works tirelessly to preserve family unity (Murphy 85). Her 
strength lies not in domination or authority but in endurance, empathy, and perseverance (Beauvoir 741). 

Through Linda, Miller challenges stereotypes that equate power solely with control, wealth, or social status 
(Bigsby 95). He demonstrates that emotional resilience and moral integrity can be as significant as economic 
or political power. Linda’s character suggests that true strength often manifests through compassion, 
sacrifice, and the ability to support others during times of crisis (Showalter 24). 

Furthermore, Linda’s resilience exposes the limitations of patriarchal definitions of success. While Willy 
measures worth through material achievement and social recognition, Linda embodies values such as love, 
loyalty, and human dignity (Miller 55). In doing so, she offers an alternative vision of fulfillment that 
challenges the dominant ideals of the American Dream (Murphy 88). 

Ultimately, Linda Loman emerges as one of Arthur Miller’s most significant female characters. Her 
emotional strength, moral wisdom, and unwavering commitment to her family make her a powerful symbol 
of female resilience within a patriarchal society. Through her character, Miller acknowledges the 
indispensable role women play in sustaining families and preserving human values amid social and 
economic pressures. 

Women and the Critique of the American Dream: The critique of the American Dream in Death of a 
Salesman is closely connected to Arthur Miller’s portrayal of women, particularly Linda Loman. While the 
play primarily focuses on Willy Loman’s pursuit of success and social recognition, it simultaneously 
exposes the human costs of that pursuit, especially for the women who support and sustain the family 
(Miller 15). Willy’s obsession with material achievement, popularity, and professional success leaves little 
room for appreciating the emotional and domestic contributions of those around him, particularly Linda 
(Miller 39; Murphy 67). His constant fixation on economic advancement and social status reflects the 
dominant masculine ideals associated with the American Dream, ideals that ultimately lead to his 
psychological and emotional collapse (Bigsby 92). 
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In contrast, Linda values relationships, compassion, loyalty, and family unity over material success (Miller 
54). She repeatedly attempts to preserve harmony within the household and encourages reconciliation 
between Willy and Biff despite ongoing conflicts (Miller 56–57). Her priorities reveal an alternative value 
system grounded in human connection rather than economic competition (Murphy 71). As feminist scholars 
argue, patriarchal societies frequently privilege traditionally masculine forms of achievement while 
marginalizing forms of labor associated with women, such as caregiving and emotional support (Beauvoir 
721; Millett 42). 

The contrast between Willy and Linda suggests that the American Dream privileges masculine definitions of 
success while overlooking women’s contributions to family survival (Showalter 18). Linda’s emotional 
labor sustains the Loman family during periods of financial instability and emotional crisis, yet her efforts 
remain largely invisible within a society that measures worth according to economic productivity (Miller 58; 
Tyson 104). Through Linda’s character, Miller exposes the limitations of a social system that values 
financial achievement above compassion, empathy, and human relationships (Bigsby 95). Consequently, the 
play offers a powerful critique of both the American Dream and the patriarchal assumptions upon which it is 
built (Murphy 75). 

Miss Forsythe and Female Representation: Although Miss Forsythe appears only briefly in the play, her 
character contributes significantly to Miller’s representation of women within a patriarchal culture (Miller 
102). She functions largely as an object of male attention and desire, reflecting societal tendencies to 
evaluate women primarily according to their physical attractiveness and sexual appeal (Millett 58). Her 
interactions with Happy Loman reveal the superficial attitudes that shape many gender relationships within 
the play (Miller 103). 

Miss Forsythe’s characterization highlights the objectification of women and demonstrates how female 
identity can become subordinated to male expectations (Beauvoir 367). Rather than being valued for her 
individuality or intellectual qualities, she is primarily viewed through the lens of male desire (Millett 61). 
Feminist critics have long argued that patriarchal cultures frequently reduce women to objects of visual and 
sexual consumption, thereby limiting their agency and autonomy (Showalter 22; Tyson 88). 

Through characters such as Miss Forsythe, Miller exposes the shallow standards through which women are 
often judged (Murphy 83). Her presence serves as a reminder that even seemingly minor female characters 
reveal broader social attitudes regarding gender, sexuality, and power (Bigsby 99). Consequently, Miss 
Forsythe represents not merely an individual character but a symbolic reflection of the objectification 
embedded within patriarchal society (Millett 63). 

Motherhood and Family Responsibility: Motherhood constitutes another important dimension of women’s 
roles in Death of a Salesman. Linda assumes responsibility not only for her husband but also for her sons, 
Biff and Happy, demonstrating the multifaceted nature of maternal care (Miller 42). Her role extends far 
beyond traditional domestic duties, encompassing emotional support, conflict mediation, and moral 
guidance (Murphy 78). 

Throughout the play, Linda attempts to mediate conflicts between Willy and Biff, encourage family 
reconciliation, and maintain emotional stability within the household (Miller 56–58). Her efforts reflect what 
feminist scholars describe as the often invisible labor performed by mothers in sustaining family 
relationships and fostering emotional well-being (Showalter 19). As Beauvoir observes, women are 
frequently expected to assume responsibility for the emotional health of their families while receiving little 
recognition for their efforts (Beauvoir 728). 
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Linda’s maternal role also demonstrates the profound influence mothers exert on personal development and 
identity formation (Tyson 107). She consistently encourages understanding, empathy, and mutual respect 
among family members, thereby serving as a stabilizing force amid conflict and uncertainty (Miller 55). 
Through Linda’s relationship with her sons, Miller emphasizes the significance of motherhood as a source of 
emotional strength, moral guidance, and social cohesion (Bigsby 103). 

Furthermore, Linda’s role as a mother reflects broader societal expectations regarding femininity and 
caregiving (Millett 47). Although her labor remains largely unrecognized, it is essential to the survival and 
functioning of the family (Murphy 80). Miller thereby acknowledges the central importance of maternal 
contributions while simultaneously exposing their marginalization within patriarchal culture (Showalter 21). 

Female Resilience and Survival: A major theme emerging from Death of a Salesman is female resilience. 
While Willy ultimately succumbs to despair, disillusionment, and self-destruction, Linda survives and 
continues to endure despite immense personal loss (Miller 138). Her endurance symbolizes the capacity of 
women to withstand adversity and continue supporting others despite experiencing emotional hardship and 
social neglect (Beauvoir 741). 

Linda’s resilience is particularly significant because it occurs without public recognition or reward (Murphy 
86). Throughout the play, she sacrifices her personal needs in order to care for her husband and children, yet 
her contributions remain largely invisible (Miller 47). Her experience reflects the realities of countless 
women whose emotional labor sustains families and communities while receiving little acknowledgment 
(Showalter 24). 

Feminist critics argue that resilience should not be understood merely as passive endurance but as a form of 
strength and resistance (Tyson 109). Linda’s ability to maintain hope, compassion, and stability amid 
hardship demonstrates remarkable emotional courage (Bigsby 106). Unlike Willy, who defines success 
through external validation, Linda derives meaning from relationships, responsibility, and care for others 
(Miller 55). Her survival therefore represents an alternative model of strength that challenges patriarchal 
definitions of achievement and power (Millett 68). 

Moreover, Linda’s endurance highlights the often-overlooked role women play in preserving social and 
familial structures during times of crisis (Beauvoir 745). Through her character, Miller suggests that true 
resilience lies not in economic success but in the ability to sustain human relationships and maintain moral 
integrity despite adversity (Murphy 89). 

Contemporary Relevance: The portrayal of women in Death of a Salesman remains highly relevant in 
contemporary society. Modern discussions concerning emotional labor, gender inequality, caregiving 
responsibilities, unpaid domestic work, and work-life balance continue to highlight issues represented in the 
play (Showalter 31). Although significant social progress has been made since the play’s publication in 
1949, many women continue to face challenges associated with balancing family obligations and personal 
aspirations (Beauvoir 798). 

Linda’s experiences resonate strongly with contemporary readers who recognize the demands placed upon 
women as caregivers, emotional supporters, and family organizers (Tyson 113). Her character serves as a 
reminder of the importance of valuing emotional labor and acknowledging women’s contributions to social 
and familial well-being (Murphy 92). Feminist scholars have emphasized that emotional labor remains one 
of the most underappreciated forms of work in modern society despite its essential role in maintaining 
healthy relationships and communities (Showalter 34). 
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Furthermore, the play’s exploration of gender expectations continues to inform discussions about equality, 
recognition, and social justice (Millett 82). Linda’s sacrifices, resilience, and moral strength challenge 
readers to reconsider conventional definitions of success and to appreciate forms of labor that often remain 
invisible within patriarchal cultures (Bigsby 110). Through its portrayal of women, Death of a Salesman 
continues to provide valuable insights into the enduring complexities of gender, family, and social 
responsibility (Miller 138). 

Ultimately, Linda Loman remains a powerful symbol of female endurance and emotional strength. Her 
experiences remind contemporary audiences that the contributions of women extend far beyond traditional 
domestic roles and deserve recognition within both literary and social discourse (Beauvoir 803; Showalter 
38). 

Conclusion: Arthur Miller’s Death of a Salesman offers a profound exploration of women’s roles within 
family and society. Through Linda Loman, Miller portrays a woman whose emotional strength, moral 
integrity, and unwavering commitment sustain her family during times of crisis. Although operating within a 
patriarchal framework, Linda demonstrates remarkable resilience and agency. 

The play reveals that women are not merely supporting characters in the lives of men but essential 
contributors whose labor, sacrifices, and emotional intelligence shape family and social structures. By 
highlighting female endurance and moral strength, Miller provides a nuanced portrayal of women that 
continues to resonate with contemporary audiences. 
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