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Abstract: The language policy introduced in the National Education 
policy of 1968 to standardize language education across India. The 
objective of this policy was to promote multilingualism, national unity 
and administrative efficiency. The structure of this policy express as 
Hindi speaking states where three language formula denotes. Hindi, 
English and a modern Indian language (Preferably a south Indian 
Language) or Non Hindi speaking State where Regional language, 
Hindi and English were followed the three language structure. 

In 1968 introduced the first NEP under prime minister Indira Gandhi 
but it is reiterated in the NPE 1986 without significant change but it is 
retained in NEP 2020 with greater flexibility, allowing states to choose language. 

The researcher searches the true language policy in school education according to NEP 2020. Here the 
investigator investigate the pros and cons of language policy in school education and compare different 
aspect of three language formula in different education policy in India. This paper deals with Three 
language formula in NEP 2020.  
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Introduction: Our constitution provides a detailed framework for language policy which balanced with the 
need for an official language which protect our linguistic diversity. In Article 343 Hindi in devnagari script 
as the official language. Article 351 promoted the spread of Hindi serve as a medium of expression. Article 
350 A mandates that every state must provide mother language as the primary stage is a medium of 
instruction. Our eight schedule has recognized 22 scheduled language of India. Under the 42nd Amendment 
Act 1976. In India a multi language education policy was first proposed by the university education 
commission and later reaffirmed by Mudaliar commission. But in 1956 highlights the need for a cohesive 
national language policy. The national education policies has taken measure steps to integrating several 
language. After Independence different education policy has introduced on the basis of several national 
curriculum framework i.e. worked since 2021, 1977, 1988, 2022, 2023. Here three language formula has 
integrated to our multifaceted area of multi cultural society. Our language policy has introduced our cultural 
heritage irrespective of colours, race, caste, creed as well as ethnicity, reciprocity which Overcome our 
provincial boundary laterra recognized our in-situ cultural context. 
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The three language formula aimed at promoting multilingualism and national integration, was a staple of 
both the 1986 and 2020 NEP while  the fundamental structure remained similar, the 2020 policy introduced 
greater flexibility, long standing disputes, specially regarding the imposition of Hindi.  

Timelines of the Three language formula: 1948 – University education commission emphasized the 
importance of Indian language and the role English in education. 

1956 – Official language commission recommended the introduction of Hindi and a modern Indian language 
in school. 

1968 – National policy on education formally introduced the three language formula. 

The importance of this three language formula: Promote multilingualism, Preserve regional language, 
Forster National Integration  

Review of related Literature: 

Srivastava, K. R. et. al. (2024) worked on “Bringing multilingualism to school education with NEP 2020” 
According to their view the comprehensive analysis of NEP 2020’s key provisions for multilingualism and 
power of language and reviewing relevant which highlights the positive aspects in the blue print and 
mechanism employed by the Government of India for bringing multilingualism to Indian classrooms. It 
focus on the limitation that the implements on stakeholders may face when employing the multilingual 
approaches in school education. Our country may leveraging linguistic variety as a great aspect, resource in 
our multifaceted and multicultural context of the society. 

Ray, A. et. al. (2023) examined on “Three language formula in National Education policy 2020 of India: 
From the stakeholder’s perspective”. According to their view the status of English in education system in 
India as the majority of the parents said that they would like to take up English as their third or second 
language. Three language formula in India has not been implemented properly due to lack of understanding 
or complexity behind the first language and mother language. NEP 2020 revised three language formula 
may bring new challenges in front the state education as education as a state matter and imparting education 
through mother language in a state like Odisha may not be fully successful under some rationalization of 
language takes place. 

Chouhan, A. et. al (2023) worked on “An overview of India’s National Education policy 2020; key features 
and the way forward”. According to their view the new education policy 2020 aims to make high quality 
education accessible to everyone to transform our nation into a vibrant and equitable knowledge society. 
This paradigm shift in India’s educational system and change it into one that is equitable as well as 
progressive. This study focused on the policy’s main suggests, characteristics include schooling and higher 
education, predicted results, its merits and any issues that need to be resolved. 

N, Murukali. et. al. (2026) Worked on “The role of language in NEP 2020’s foundational stage”. According 
to their view the challenging to implementing to mother language Indian’s multilingual context, however 
challenges in Indias linguistic society and diversity lack of infrastructure facilities difficulty in language 
translation of text books, absence of indigenous language scripts, selecting the medium of instruction and 
societal preference present significant barriers to implementation. In Indian linguistic diversity and gaps in 
resource, teacher radiness and parental preferences for English create real implementation challenges, theses 
can be overcome through a coordinated strategy locally adopted curriculum materials systematic teacher 
training, appropriate technology and sustained community engagement. 

Singh, A. (2020) Worked on “Multilingual education and NEP 2020: challenges and opportunities”. 
According to their view NEP focused on its multilingual education mandate and its implication for India’s 
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diverse linjgustics landscape. Where advocate mother language based instruction at the fundamental level 
which emphasized cognitive, sociological and psychological benefits as supported by empirical research. It 
implementing multilingual education poses challenges, including teacher shortages, resource constraints, 
socio-cultural resistance, and policy inconsistencies. 

Sharma, K.J. (2021) worked on “National education policy 2020: language perspective”. According to their 
view the language issues in the documents and how multilingualism and the power of language of the NEP 
document which can play a vital role for holistic development of the students from primary to higher 
education. The inclusion of vernacular in education will give new life to the endangered languages and will 
help to keep children connected to their culture. All behavior without knowledge and study of mother tongue 
is considered meaningless-. 

Ghosh, M. (2024) worked on “Language policy under NEP 2020: A critical analysis”. According to his view 
NEP 2020 focused on the universalization of education from elementary to secondary land with 10% gross 
enrolment ratio with in 2030. This policy is  targeting to bring back 90 crores of dropout into the mainstream 
education and increase investment in education from 4.4% of indian’s GDP to 6% which greater benefit of 
the country. 

Mondal, R. Et.al. (2023) worked on “Language education in N.C.F: The vision of NEP 2020”. According to 
their view the steps recommended by NEP 2020 will not only promote the language of India but will also 
help in the preservation of rich cultural and traditional values. Integration of vernacular language up to class 
5 which students will be able to learn and respect the multifaced diversity of Indian language. But attention 
should paid on that not hinder the learning of other language in higher classes but before imparting 
education in the native language of a kid, proper guidelines resource materials and training should be 
provided to the teachings that they wait face any difficulty the teaching learning process. 

Mandavakar, P. (2023) worked on “Role of language in National education system of India”. According 
their view learning different or another language also provides many other benefits including greater 
academic achievement greater cognitive development, more positive attitudes towards other languages and 
cultures. The use of the mother tongue /local language as a medium of instruction and /or offer programs 
bilingually in order to increase access and GER and also to promote the strength, usage and vibrancy of all 
Indian language. It is possible why this language are used regularly and they are used for teaching and 
learning. 

Godsona, J. et. al. (2025) worked on “National education policy 2020: prospects and challenges in the 
context of, Ho language in Jharkhand”. According to their view Jharkhand Government has introduced Ho 
language teaching materials, trained teachers, preference for language, absence of dedicated government 
body. Here the challenge is to promote educational equity preserve linguistic diversity and strength role of 
mother language in education for cognitive development. Despite consistency of policy recommendation 
since NEP 1986 the Ho language remain excluded from education. But accelerated efforts of NEP 2020 
address challenges and implement strategic solution that position Jharkhand as a leader enclusive education 
benefitting Ho speaking children and setting a precedent for language policies cross India. 

Objectives of the study 

1) To find out the true language concept according to NEP 2020. 

2) To find out the different between language policy 1986 and NEP 2020. 

3) To find out Three language formula in NEP 2020. 
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Methodology: The study is a descriptive and survey research in nature. The researches followed the definite 
and specific steps and elaborate the research report: 

a)  The source for data: The source for data collection use by the investigators are basically secondary in 
nature but primary data source is also used for the purpose. 

b)  Data Analysis: For analytical part of collecting data documentary analysis was applied by the research 
to find assurance the above stated objectives. 

Data Analysis and Interpretation  

1) True concept of the language policy 2020: It reaffirm the formula but offers higher flexibility. It 
mandates that three languages be taught and at least two of the three language must be native to India. In 
NEP 2020 explicitly states that no specific language well be imposed on any state. While promoting Indian 
language, the 2020 policy also allows students to study foreign language (e.g.)Korean, Japanese, France, 
Garman at the secondary level provided they still meet the Indian language. NEP 2020 emphasizes that the 
medium of Instruction until at least grade 5 (preferably) grade 8  should be mother tongue on local language 
and strongly focus on regional language. 

2) Difference between policy 1986 and NEP 2020 

Features 1986 Policy NEP 2020 

Flexibility Rigid, standard formula Highly flexible for state 

Language selection Highly generally compulsory in Non-
Hindi states Choice given; 2 of 3 must be native 

Tamil Nādu Policy Continued-2 language Policy Continued 2 language policy 

Foreign Language Not emphasized in the formula Allowed at secondary level 

Medium of 
Instruction Recommended regional language Strong emphasis on mother tongue 

 

3) Implementation of Three language formula in NEP 2020: Both policies share the core objectives of 
developing proficiency in three languages, ensuring that all students learn English an at least one other 
Indian language, while promoting multilingual proficiency.  

Core structure: Two native Indian language medium of instruction will preferably the home language, 
mother tongue or regional language enable at least grade 5, and ideally until grade 8 and beyond. 

Flexibility: Where no exit and entry of grade according to policy setup one or more language in grade 6 on 
7 provided they demonstrate basic proficiency in three languages by the end of secondary school. 

Conclusion: The three language policy should be a flexible framework leveraging linguistic diversity as a 
national assets, not a challenge its success depend on mutual respect and cultural exchange aligning with 
NEP 2020. By investing in teachers and resources and teaching languages as bridges India can achieve a 
truly integrated multilingual society. 
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